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SUBJECT: SYRIAN TEACHERS THREATEN STRIKE FOR HIGHER WAGES 

APRIL 21 PRESS REPORTED SARG HAD ISSUED DECREE REVISING 

PAY OF TEACHERS AND CUSTODIAL WORKERS AT PRIVATE SCHOOLS BY 

UP TO S.L. 100 ($25.64) PER MONTH. RELIABLE LOCAL SOURCE, 

WHO TEACHES AT GOVERNMENT SCHOOL, REMARKED TO US THAT THIS 
DECISION WOULD ONLY AFFECT MINIMAL NUMBER OF TEACHERS BECAUSE 
MOST WORK AT GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS. THESE TEACHERS, HE ASSERTED 
HAD BEEN EXPECTING RAISES IN THEIR ALLOWANCES FOR SOME TIME 
BUT SARG HAD INSUFFICIENT FUNDS TO GRANT INCREASES. HE 
SAID THAT FEW WEEKS AGO DELEGATION FROM TEACHERS SYNDICATE 
MET WITH BAATH PARTY LEADERS TO PRESS THEIR DEMAND FOR ADDED 
REMUNERATION. BP REGIONAL COMMAND DEPSECGEN MUHAMMAD JABIR 
BAJBUJ TURNED THEM DOWN ON GROUNDS THAT SARG WAS BROKE. 
ACCORDING TO SOURCE, SYNDICATE LEADER FAYIZ NASIR SUBSEQUENTLY 
WANRED PRES. ASAD THAT HE COULD NO LONGER BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR CONTROLLING HIS SYNDICATE. 
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2. SOURCE CONTINUED THAT SHORTLY BEFORE APRIL 7 
ANNIVERSARY OF BAATH PARTY, TEACHERS SYNIDICATE BRANCH IN 
HOMS CABLED ASAD TO DEMAND HIGHER SALARY AND THREATENED 
TO STRIKE IF THEIR DEMANDS NOT MET. SOURCE SAID THAT TEACHERS 
AT SCHOOL WHERE HE WORKS ALSO SENT SIGNED CABLE TO PRES. 

WITH SAME DEMAND BUT WITHOUT THREAT CONTAINED IN HIS MESSAGE. 

HIS COLEAGUE WERE ANNOYED WHEN APRIL 7 PRESS REPORTED 
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CABLE OF CONGRATULATIONS TO ASAD AND BAATH COMMANDS FROM 
NASIR. ACCORDING TO SOURCE, NASIR (WHO WAS SELECTED FOR 
HIS POSITION BY REGIME) WAS NOT REFLECTING SENTIMENTS OF 
SYNDICATE. 

3. SOURCE SAID MANY TEACHERS HAVE SUBMITTED THEIR RESIGNATIONS 
TO MINISTRY OF EDUCATION TO SIGNAL THEIR DISCONTENT. HOWEVER, 
MINISTER HAD REFUSED TO ACCEPT WHAT SOURCE CLAIMED WERE 
SEVERAL THOUSAND RESIGNATIONS. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS RELATIVELY EASY MEASURE FOR SARG TO 
DECREE INCREASED BENEFITS FOR PRIVATE SCHOOL EMPLOYEES 
BECAUSE GOVERNMENT IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING FUNDS 
TO PAY TEACHERS. UNLESS THIS MEASURE IS RELATIVELY 

QUICKLY FOLLOWED BY SIMILAR INCREASES FOR GOVERNMENT TEACHERS, 
HOWEVER, DISSATISFACTION AMONG MEMBERS OF TEACHERS SYNDICATE 
IS LIKELY TO SPREAD. 
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